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Running for Office

Information for candidates who are interested in running for office in Madera 
County.

💡 Important Note: Appointments are required for all candidate filings. 
Schedule online at: maderacandidatefiling.timetap.com
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https://maderacandidatefiling.timetap.com/


Step 1 - Research

Before the nomination period opens, research offices you may be 
interested in running for.

Visit votemadera.com to download a copy of the Candidate 
Handbook & Election Calendar or contact the Elections Division to 
learn about:

📋 Important Information

What offices are coming up 
for election
Qualifications, fees, and filing 
requirements
Filing dates and deadlines
Nomination signature 
requirements, if applicable

⚠️ IMPORTANT: Before accepting any contributions or 
spending any money on your campaign, contact the Madera 
County Elections Division to find out about campaign finance 
disclosure requirements or visit the California Fair Political 
Practices Commission online at www.fppc.ca.gov.
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Step 2 - Petition In Lieu of Filing Fee (Optional)

A candidate may submit 
a petition containing 
signatures of registered 
voters in-lieu of paying 
the filing fee in order to 
run for office. The 
signatures submitted 
may cover all or a 
portion of the filing fee. 
Any registered voter may 
sign an in-lieu petition 
for any candidate for 
whom they are eligible to 
vote.

⚠️ Important: "Sigs-In-Lieu" are not applicable for the 2026 
November General Election. City Council filing fee is $25.00 and 
nomination signatures are required.
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Step 3 - Declaration of Intention (Judicial Offices 
Only)

A Declaration of Intention must 
be filed for all candidates for 
the office of Superior Court 
Judge. Nomination documents 
will NOT be issued to 
candidates for this office 
unless a Declaration of 
Intention has been filed.

A non-refundable filing fee 
must be paid by the candidate 
at the time the Declaration of 
Intention is filed.
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Step 4 - Pick up Nomination Documents

Schedule an appointment to visit 
the Elections Division during the 
nomination period to pick up 
nomination documents. For offices 
requiring a filing fee, the fee must be 
paid before nomination documents 
are issued. Filing fees are non-
refundable.

Depending on your office, you may 
need to provide proof of 
qualifications to receive nomination 
documents.

Election staff will go over all of the 
paperwork required for filing and 
answer any questions you may have.

Suggested for all candidates - Pick up your nomination documents 
early in the nomination period to allow ample time to gather 
signatures and get ready to file.
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Step 5 - Prepare Forms for Filing

Nomination Paper

Some offices require a minimum 
number of signatures of 
registered voters within the 
jurisdiction of the office you are 
running for. It is recommended 
that you obtain more than the 
“required” number of signatures - 
not all signatures will qualify.

Ballot Designation

To have a ballot designation (such 
as an occupation or elected office 
title) printed under your name on 
the ballot, a Ballot Designation 
Worksheet must be submitted 
with documentation that 
substantiates your proposed 
designation. This designation is 
limited to 3 words.

Carefully review the guidelines to 
ensure your requested 
designation is acceptable.
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Confidential Voter Status

Pursuant to Assembly Bill (AB) 1392 
(2025) and Elections Code 2166.9, the 
residence address, telephone number, 
and email address of an elected 
official or candidate are confidential.

Candidates and elected officials may 
OPT-IN or OPT-OUT to the 
confidential voter status.

IMPORTANT: If you opt-in, you will not appear in the voter database 
at vote centers for in-person voting. You will be advised to vote by 
mail or to vote a Conditional Voter Registration Ballot which will 
remove your confidential status.
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Candidate Statement

Candidates have the option of 
submitting a statement to be 
published in the County Voter 
Information Guide. A deposit for 
publication costs must be paid when 
the statement is filed.

Guidelines on content and format are 
provided with the nomination 
documents. To ensure your 
statement will be accepted, focus on 
your statement on your qualifications 
and experiences rather than on your 
opponent(s) or political views.

This form must be submitted electronically to candidate-
statements@maderacounty.com prior to your follow up 

appointment.

Form 700

Most offices require filing a 
Statement of Economic Interests 
(FPPC Form 700). Specific 
requirements will depend on the 
Conflict of Interest Code for the 
office you are running for.
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Step 6 - File Completed Paperwork

Candidates must make a follow 
up appointment when they are 
ready to file their completed 
paperwork. All documents (both 
mandatory and optional) and the 
Candidate Statement deposit 
must be filed together at the 
same time. The exception to this 
rule is the nomination petition, 
which can be filed early as 
signatures are gathered.

If the office requires nomination signatures, the signatures turned in 
with be checked to verify that the candidate has the required number 
of valid signers.

All forms will be reviewed for completeness, and a receipt will be 
issued.

Once all required paperwork is filed and signatures are verified, if 
applicable, the candidate will be qualified to appear on the ballot.

Suggested for all candidates - File early in the nomination period to 
allow enough time to correct errors, complete missing paperwork, or 
gather additional signatures if needed by the filing deadline.

No documents may be submitted after the filing deadline.
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